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Executive Summary

The energy sector
is rapidly changing
in Georgia and
across the globe.
Photo courtesy of Colonial Pipeline Company

Patterns in energy production and consumption are shifting as competition for limited resources
grow, environmental concerns mount, and new technologies emerge. Since the last Georgia
Energy Report was released in 2012, there have been significant changes within Georgia’s
energy sector, and progress has been made on many of the state’s energy programs and
goals. In 2013, the state executed its first guaranteed energy savings
performance contract (GESPC) at Phillips State Prison in Buford, Ga. The
State Energy Program (SEP) completed projects that will save the state
an estimated 250 million kWh per year, enough energy to power more
than 16,000 homes for a year. In 2013, the Weatherization Assistance
Program weatherized 3,814 homes. These are just a few of the accomplishments that
the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA) has led over the past two years.
In addition to projects led by GEFA, many other organizations and institutions within Georgia,
including private sector companies, regulatory bodies, and nonprofit organizations, have led
positive improvements in the energy sector. Outside the state’s borders, developments such
as dramatic increases in natural gas and renewable technologies are changing how Georgia
produces and uses energy.
GEFA continues to take a leadership role in energy conservation and management in the state
by implementing and managing innovative and productive energy programs that span a wide
range of sectors and communities. These initiatives, as well as important energy trends, will be
highlighted in the 2014 Georgia Energy Report.
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Energy Consumption in Georgia

The total amount of primary energy consumed in
Georgia has grown nearly every year, as expected
based on population and economic growth.
However, the amount of energy consumed per
capita has steadily declined since reaching a peak
of 369 million British thermal units (Btus) per person
in 1996. The 2014 Georgia Energy Report includes
U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)¹
data through 2011 (in some limited cases, 2012),
generally the most recent year the data is available.
In 2011, 305 million Btus per person was consumed
in Georgia. The decrease in per capita energy
consumption is the result of a number of important
factors, including the rising cost of energy, efficiency
gains from technology improvements, behavior
modifications thanks to increased awareness of
sustainability issues, and the recession that started
in 2008. Georgia’s economy is also more energy
efficient. From 1997 to 2011, Georgia’s economic
energy intensity, or Btu per dollar of real GDP,
decreased by 16 percent.

Unless otherwise noted, the energy data cited in this document comes from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), the independent statistical
and analytical agency of the U.S. Department of Energy. The EIA is considered one of the most reliable sources of energy information around the globe.
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Sector Analysis

Not counting the electric power sector², the transportation sector is the largest energy
consumer in the state. In 2004, the transportation sector passed the industrial sector
as the largest consumer. In 2011, the transportation sector consumed 944 trillion Btus
of energy, followed by 747.7 trillion Btus in the industrial sector, 745.9 trillion Btus in
the residential sector, and 564.4 trillion Btus in the commercial sector. Transportation,
residential, and commercial energy use have grown consistently over past decades, along
with Georgia’s population and economy. However, a noteworthy trend shown in the chart
below is the sharp decline in industrial energy consumption over the past decade. There
are likely numerous reasons for this decline, including efficiency gains, global competition
in the manufacturing sector, and the recessions that began in 2001 and 2008.

tri l l ion B TU

Energy Use by S ector

The electric power sector in Georgia is the number one consumer of energy; however, the energy consumed by the electric power sector in Georgia is
not included in the above graph. This is because energy consumed by the electric power sector includes energy used for the generation and delivery of
electricity to the point of use plus the energy consumed by the electric power sector itself.

2
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Georgia, especially metro Atlanta, is a major consumer of petroleum and is 100 percent
dependent upon oil and petroleum products drilled and refined in other states and

P E TR O L E U M

countries. The majority of petroleum for metro Atlanta and north Georgia enters the
state via two pipelines from the Gulf Coast. Petroleum also comes in through the ports
of Savannah, Ga. and Brunswick, Ga. Due to reliance on pipelines, Georgia is particularly
vulnerable to supply interruptions from weather and human interference. In 2011,
Georgia consumed approximately 7.9 billion gallons of petroleum products, of which
approximately 4.6 billion gallons were motor gasoline. Motor gasoline consumption in
Georgia peaked in 2005, and has dropped by nearly 500 million gallons in 2011.

The amount of coal consumed in Georgia decreased in recent years; however, it is still

COAL

a major source of energy for electric power generation in the state. In 2011, Georgia
consumed 1,168,000 short tons of coal, which is equivalent to about 11,680 rail cars of coal.
The vast majority of this coal was consumed in the electric generation sector.
Like petroleum, Georgia imports all of its coal. Georgia’s coal supply largely comes
from Kentucky and Wyoming. In 2011, Wyoming was the leading supplier of coal to Georgia.
Nearly all coal arrives in Georgia via railroad. Demand for subbituminous Wyoming coal
has increased because the delivered cost is typically lower than that of bituminous
coal from Kentucky. Subbituminous Wyoming coal is also lower in ash and sulfur, which
helps it meet some U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements. However, it is
important to note that Wyoming coal is less energy dense than coal from Kentucky, which
requires burning more to produce the same amount of energy. This means potential future
environmental regulations could change the mix required by utilities in Georgia.

The natural gas market has changed dramatically in recent years in the U.S. Thanks

N ATU R A L G A S

to technological improvements, including hydraulic fracturing, that have allowed
substantial gas recovery from shale formations, the U.S. has been able to produce
significantly more natural gas. This has resulted in lower natural gas prices in Georgia.
In 2012, the U.S. produced an average of 69.2 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) and consumed
an average of 69.6 Bcf/d, therefore producing nearly all of the natural gas consumed in
the country. Because natural gas is not as easily or affordably imported or exported as
petroleum products, the U.S. readily benefits from the increasing supply.
In 2011, Georgia used 522,874 million cubic feet (MMcf) of natural gas. Approximately 37.5
percent of the total amount of natural gas consumed in Georgia in 2011 was consumed by
the electric power generation sector, which represents dramatic growth. In 1997, just
4.6 percent of the natural gas consumed in Georgia was utilized by the electric power
generation sector.
Similar to petroleum, Georgia has no proven reserves of natural gas and is dependent
upon interstate pipelines for natural gas delivery. Georgia also has access to liquefied
natural gas (LNG) imports through the Elba Island Terminal near Savannah, Ga.
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E lectric Generation an d C apacity

One of the most significant developments in Georgia’s
electricity market over the past few years is the growing
importance of natural gas to the state’s electric generation
mix. In 2012, 35.6 percent of Georgia’s electricity was
generated by natural gas. In 2001, just 3 percent of
Georgia’s electricity was generated by natural gas. Natural
gas has become a significant player in the market because
dramatically increasing supplies in the U.S. have lowered
the price significantly and also because pollution regulations
have pressured utilities into switching from coal to natural
gas. While less electricity is generated from coal than in
the past, it still remains a large and important source of
electricity for the state. In 2012, 34 percent of the state’s
electricity was generated by coal. Approximately 29 percent
was generated by nuclear in 2012, with the remainder of the
generation made up of hydroelectric, biomass, and other
renewables.

e lectric generation by fue l type 2012

e lectric capacity 2011

The type of fuel used to generate electricity depends on
many factors, including demand, the time of day, the season
and the weather. Electric providers must be ready to meet
the electricity demands of their customers at all times of the
day, despite storage challenges. Electricity generation is
usually divided into three categories: baseload (generation
run 24 hours per day), intermediate (usually run from midmorning until the evening), and peak load (run when demand
is highest – usually in the afternoon and early evening).
Each type of fuel used to generate electricity has specific operating and cost characteristics that determine which load category it is used for. Baseload
demand is usually satisfied by nuclear and coal generators (due to low variable costs and limited operational flexibility – i.e., it takes time for the generators
to warm up), biomass, and some hydroelectric generation (due to low variable costs). Intermediate loads are often satisfied by gas and oil steam turbines,
combined cycle gas turbines, and hydroelectric power. These are used because the operational flexibility allows them to be ramped up and down as
loads rise and fall during the day, and because variable costs are lower than other options. Peak loads are usually satisfied by single-cycle gas turbines,
hydroelectric power, pumped hydroelectric power, and wind- and solar-generating units.
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Pipelines and Georgia

Georgia relies on imported refined petroleum products to meet its demand. Most refined petroleum
imports come into the state via two interstate pipelines: Colonial Pipeline and Plantation Pipeline. The
Colonial Pipeline system spans 3,500 miles with 5,100 miles of pipe (some of the right away contains more
than one line) from Texas to New Jersey, providing refined petroleum products to Alabama, Delaware,
Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. The Plantation Pipeline system receives petroleum products from nine
refineries in Mississippi and Louisiana and delivers those products to 130 shipper terminals in eight states
through a 3,100 mile network of pipeline. The states served by the Plantation Pipeline include Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. The supply of
transportation fuels and other refined petroleum products involve not only the supply of crude oil through
petroleum pipelines

Colonial pipeline
plantation pipeline
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natural gas pipelines
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transco
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the global oil market, but also the capacity to refine crude
oil into fuels. While refineries are spread throughout the
U.S., the greatest concentration of refining capacity is
located along the Gulf Coast in Louisiana, Mississippi
and Texas. Georgia relies almost entirely on the refining
capacity in the Gulf Coast.
The petroleum industry in Georgia includes major companies that import fuel, as well as wholesale and retail distributors, including service stations and
fuel oil and propane distributors. While the bulk of the oil products Georgia consumes come to the state via the interstate Colonial and Plantation Pipelines,
propane is received via the Dixie Pipeline. Some product is also imported by tanker and offloaded at ports in Brunswick and Savannah. Petroleum
products delivered to Georgia are usually received at terminals and trucked to local distribution points. The petroleum product terminals serving Georgia
are located in Albany, Americus, Athens, Bainbridge, Doraville (the largest), Griffin, Macon and Rome. Product terminals are also located in Chattanooga,
Tenn. and Jacksonville, Fla.
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natural gas pipelines

Natural gas imports into Georgia arrive via three interstate pipelines and an LNG import terminal (Elba Island Terminal) at Elba Island, near Savannah, Ga.
Three companies operate the interstate pipelines that deliver natural gas to Georgia – Williams Companies Inc. (which owns the Transco Pipeline), East
Tennessee Natural Gas Company (ETNG, owned by Spectra Energy) and Southern Natural Gas Company (SNG, owned by El Paso Pipeline Partners, a
subsidiary of Kinder Morgan). The Transco pipeline is the second largest natural gas pipeline system in the nation, and consists of 10,500 miles of pipeline
extending from south Texas to New York City. The ETNG pipeline system is 1,353 miles long, begins in Tennessee, and extends to an area just south of
Roanoke, Va. The SNG pipeline system is made up of approximately 7,600 miles of pipeline extending from Gulf Coast locations in Texas and Louisiana to
seven southeastern states. SNG is the major supplier of natural gas to Atlanta Gas Light (AGL) Company, with a pipeline capacity of 3.6 billion cubic feet
(Bcf) per day. SNG’s pipeline distributes gas to 165 delivery points in Georgia, including 131 local distribution companies or municipal gas utility delivery
points, 22 direct industrial customers, and 12 power generation facilities. Even though Georgia has no underground natural gas storage, AGL owns and
operates three LNG peak-shaving facilities in Georgia. AGL’s largest facility is the Riverdale LNG plant, which has a storage capacity of 2,560 Bcf and is
connected to two interstate pipelines for supply. The Riverdale plant is also connected to the AGL beltline pipeline system for distribution of natural gas
into the Atlanta market and has a peak send-out of 400 Bcf per day. AGL’s Cherokee LNG plant, located in Ball Ground, Ga., has approximately 2,020
Bcf in a storage capacity. The plant receives natural gas from three pipelines and has a peak send-out of 400 Bcf per day. Like the Riverdale plant, the
Cherokee plant also serves the Atlanta market. AGL’s Macon, Ga., LNG plant has a storage capacity of almost 1,502 Bcf and has a peak send-out of 150
Bcf per day. However, the plant’s pipeline system can only accommodate a delivery of 70 Bcf per day.
AGL completed a new pipeline in November 2009 to supply 83,722 dekatherms a day of new capacity to the state. The Magnolia pipeline delivers enough
natural gas to fuel 250,000 Georgia homes. The pipeline connects the Elba Island LNG facility directly to AGL’s Brunswick and Macon service territories
and establishes new deliverability to Atlanta. In December 2013, the PSC approved the second part of AGL’s Strategic Infrastructure Development and
Enhancement (STRIDE) program. The first phase of the program improved capacity and pressure in Atlanta and Riverdale and in Cherokee, Cobb,
North Fulton, and Forsyth Counties. The second phase will install new pipelines and other facilities to improve capacity and pressure in Coweta, Fayette,
Gwinnett, Hall, Forsyth and Dawson Counties. The STRIDE program extension approved in December 2013 will increase customer bills by $0.48 per
month beginning in January 2015, an additional $0.48 per month in January 2016, and $0.47 per month in January 2017.
Photo courtesy of Colonial Pipeline Company
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American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Results

GEFA received $82,495,000 in funding for the SEP under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009 (ARRA). These funds were distributed into a variety of newly-created programs designed
to expand energy-efficiency and renewable energy. Funds were distributed through competitive funding
opportunities focused on energy savings, return on investment, geographical diversity and educational
opportunities. In addition to the SEP funding, GEFA administered nearly $125 million in funds for the
Weatherization Assistance Program. SEP program expenses and estimated energy savings are shown
below:

Program

Amount Allocated

Annual kWh savings

$4,495,000

4,748,947

2,000,000

4,588,291

Energy Codes Update and Compliance	

936,364

N/A

Green Communities Fund

341,400

N/A

Industrial Energy-Efficiency

2,000,000

135,993,286

Program Management Supplement	

1,722,236

N/A

	Residential Energy-Efficiency

2,000,000

4,053,327

	Renewable Energy

4,000,000

1,775,483

787,877

2,640,062

64,212,123

95,611,837

$82,495,000

249,411,233

Clean Energy Property Rebate Program
Commercial Energy-Efficiency

State ENERGY STAR Appliance Rebate
State Facilities Retrofit Program

Total
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SEP progra m d escriptions:

Th e Georgia
Agricu ltural
Irrigation Motor
(AIM) Program
GEFA provided funding from ARRA of 2009 to
the Pine Country Resource Conservation
and Development Council Inc., through a
contract with Dodge County, to launch
a rebate program to help farmers with
the costs of replacing inefficient diesel
irrigation engines with more energyefficient electric irrigation motors.
Farmers in Bleckley, Dodge and Twiggs
Counties had the opportunity to apply for
rebates up to $15,000. Given the success of
the ARRA program, GEFA launched its own
irrigation motor replacement program,
the Georgia Agricultural Irrigation Motor
(AIM) Program. The Georgia AIM Program
provided farmers with rebates to replace
diesel engines with electric motors.
Eligible electric irrigation motor
conversion projects had to take place
in the state of Georgia, and replace a
diesel engine at least 10 years old and in
service. The rebates covered 25 percent
of eligible project costs up to $10,000,
including expenses associated with
connecting the electric motor to the
power meter, three-phase converters and
variable frequency drives.
The first round of the program awarded
34 farmers throughout the state
with rebates totaling $154,309. The new
installations were projected to save 30,167
MMBtus of energy annually, and reduce
annual diesel fuel consumption by 217,029
gallons. The second round of the Georgia
AIM program launched in December 2013,
and will last until the available $146,000 is
fully allotted.
The Georgia AIM Program was an incentive
program designed to help Georgia
farmers become more energy-efficient,
save money on fuel costs, and reduce
emissions, as well as promote job growth.
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Clean Energy Property Rebate Program (4,748,947 in annual kWh savings):
The program provided a rebate of 35 percent off the total project costs, up to a maximum of $500,000 for
solar photovoltaics (PV) and $100,000 for eligible lighting retrofits. These rebates were provided on a firstcome, first-served basis to applicants under contract with GEFA. The program funded 19 solar PV systems
with a total installed capacity of 2,090 kW, and three lighting retrofits covering 1,239,307 square feet with
total estimated annual energy savings/generation of 4,748,947 kWh.
Renewable Energy Grants (1,775,483 in annual kWh savings):
The Renewable Energy Grants Program funded market transformation activities in renewable energy,
including wind, solar PV, and solar hot-water heating. Georgia received $4 million for this program and the
grants were awarded on a competitive basis. A total of five grants were awarded, which included 34 solar
PV installations, 13 solar hot water projects and one wind installation.
State ENERGY STAR Appliance Rebate Program (2,640,062 in annual kWh savings):
Georgia’s ENERGY STAR Appliance Rebate program ran from February 2012 until funds were exhausted in
August 2012. In November 2012, GEFA launched Phase II of the rebate program with a transfer of $787,877
from the State Facilities Retrofit Program. GEFA offered rebates for all ENERGY STAR appliances listed in
the U.S. Department of Energy’s (DOE) original funding opportunity. Rebate values ranged between $25
and $199. High-efficiency clothes washers, refrigerators and furnaces were among the most frequently
purchased appliances. The program incentivized the purchase of $9,004,003 in ENERGY STAR appliances
with projected annual energy savings of 2,640,062 kWh.
State Facilities Retrofit (95,202,055 in annual kWh savings):
The State Facilities Retrofit Program spent $62,142,265 to implement 101 energy conservation measures
(ECMs) in 1,683 buildings owned by the state of Georgia. These projects will achieve annual energy
costs savings of $9,826,221. The projects will result in annual electricity savings of 95,202,055 kWh and
annual fossil fuel savings of 397,159 MBTU. Savings are documented by individual project measurement
and verification plans. The projects included a wide range of facility types and the ECM’s consisted of
mechanical, lighting, controls, commissioning, and building envelope projects.

State Energy Strategy Background and Update Process

In February 2006, former Governor Perdue directed GEFA to
lead an inclusive, statewide stakeholder process to develop the
first comprehensive State Energy Strategy for Georgia (SES). In
December 2006, the Governor’s Energy Policy Council submitted the
SES to Governor Perdue, which provided a menu of policy options
for the state to consider. Given the rapidly changing world of energy
supply and demand, it is important that the state review the SES
regularly and ensure that the state’s energy programs are in-line with
the goals of the SES.

Photo courtesy of Georgia Transmission Corporation

The SES recommendations prioritized the existing options available
to meet the state’s energy needs, using increased energy efficiency
and conservation as a base. The second priority is the use of
renewable resources and the third priority advocates advanced coal,
gas, and nuclear technologies. Georgia’s SES recognizes the need
for a combination of all resources with the assumption that no single
resource can or will be sufficient to meet our future energy needs in
an environmentally responsible and economical way.
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Conservation an d E fficiency

PHILLIPS STATE
PR ISON
In August 2013, the Georgia Department
of Corrections contracted with
Johnson Controls to implement energy
and water conservation measures at
Phillips State Prison in Buford, Ga. The
measures were identified during the
Investment Grade Energy Audit conducted
earlier in the year. An Investment Grade
Energy Audit is a comprehensive analysis
tool that determines the practicality
of implementing energy and water
conservation measures at a facility,
as well as the financial feasibility of
entering into an energy performance
contract. This project is the first energy
performance contract at a state agency.
Phillips State Prison in Gwinnett County
was constructed in 1988, and houses more
than 900 inmates. The audit recommended 11
energy and water conservation measures
for Phillips State Prison, including
electronic controls to reduce water
consumption and monitor use; new heating
and domestic hot water boilers; a new
chiller and other improvements to the
HVAC systems such as a new building
automation system; improved interior
lighting; new ice machines in the kitchens
to replace existing equipment; and updates
to the laundry systems.
The Department of Corrections and
Johnson Controls are expecting
substantial energy and water savings.
The energy conservation measures are
projected to annually save 621,129 kWh of
electricity and 149,411 therms of natural
gas. Electricity consumption will be
reduced by 15.5 percent and natural gas
use will be reduced by 43.4 percent. The
total amount of energy that will be saved
(kWh of electricity and Btu of natural
gas) is equal to the amount of energy
that 190 typical Georgia homes use in a
year. The water conservation measures
are projected to save the facility
27,945,000 gallons of water annually (a
38.7 percent reduction), which is enough
water to fill approximately 42 Olympic-size
swimming pools. Guaranteed savings are
estimated to be $445,579 in the first year.
Over the 15-year term of the contract,
the guaranteed savings will exceed $7.3
million. The total project cost is $4.5
million.
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Increasing conservation and efficiency is the simplest and most cost-effective way for Georgia to meet its
future energy needs while preserving our environment and resources. The SES’s goal of conservation and
efficiency first helps drive GEFA’s program decisions. As a result of this, more funding from ARRA was spent
on efficiency than other technologies. Since the last Georgia Energy Report in 2012, GEFA has continued to
implement existing efficiency programs as well as create new programs. Initiatives by GEFA and the state of
Georgia include:
Georgia Energy Challenge (GEC): Public awareness campaign that includes state energy reduction goals,
formal energy education curricula, residential and commercial energy modeling and demonstration projects. The GEC
includes the state’s goal to reduce state facility energy consumption 15 percent by 2020, compared to a 2007 baseline.
Clean Energy Property Tax Credit (CEPTC): Includes incentives for buildings that achieve significant (30
percent) reductions beyond the required energy code or install efficient lighting systems or geothermal heat pumps. The
CEPTC expires at the end of 2014.
Energy Codes: Georgia adopted the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code, making the state a leader in
using energy codes to encourage efficiency and conservation, as well as training home builders.
The State Utilities Program (SUP): Supports state facility managers and administrators in developing energy
procurement and management strategies that control the state’s energy costs, reduce the state’s energy consumption
and improve the state’s overall environmental performance. State facilities received $65 million through ARRA and the
SEP for energy-efficiency retrofits.
Guaranteed Energy Savings Performance Contracting (GESPC): Georgia’s first guaranteed energy
savings performance contract was signed in July 2013 for a $4.5 million project at Phillips State Prison in Buford, Ga. In
August 2013, GEFA received applications for more than $80 million worth of GESPCs. In a GESPC, the energy services
company (ESCO) guarantees that the state will save an agreed upon amount of money with the installation of modern,
energy and water-efficient equipment and systems. Rather than having to appropriate all the funds in one year, the state
uses the guaranteed savings to repay the ESCO for its work over a period of years.
Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP): Works with low-income households to reduce energy costs by
providing free home energy efficiency testing and solutions for low-income individuals and families. From program years
2010 through 2013, WAP weatherized 20,106 homes, which amounts to an annual savings of 613,234 MMBtu.
State Energy Program (SEP): Implements a variety of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects. The SEP
is funded by the DOE and is managed by GEFA. Current SEP initiatives include the Agricultural Irrigation Motor Program
and the K-12 Technical Assistance Program (TAPs). SEP received more than $82 million in funding through ARRA.
Building Operator Certification: Twenty-one K-12 building operators throughout Georgia received $31,479 in
scholarships to complete Building Operator Certification training.
GEFA Water Resources Division Conservation Loans: GEFA recently started providing low-interest loans
from the Georgia Fund, the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF), and the Clean Water State Revolving
Fund (CWSRF) for energy efficiency and renewable energy projects at landfills, drinking water treatment plants, and
wastewater plants. The loans are available for local governments across Georgia and will help offset one of the most
expensive and energy intensive services that many local governments provide.

R enewab le E nergy an d R esearc h

Since the 2012 Georgia Energy Report, there have been significant movements towards more
distributed and utility scale solar in the state. The combination of Georgia’s solar resources and the
steep decline in the price of solar PV has made solar energy development more attractive. In 2012,
the Public Service Commission (PSC) approved Georgia Power’s plan to add 210 MW of solar
electricity to the grid through its Advanced Solar Initiative (ASI) program. In 2013, Georgia Power
agreed to add another 525 MW of solar.

S teps Ta k en :
The

Georgia

Center

of

Innovation

for Energy: Acts as a facilitator between the
academic, government and the private sector
to encourage the growth of Georgia’s renewable
energy and biofuels industry. Its “One-Stop-Shop”

The past few years have seen a number of innovative landfill gas and wastewater gas projects in the
state. With the help of ARRA funds administered through GEFA, Hickory Ridge Landfill in DeKalb
County was able to build a landfill gas capture system and implement 1 MW of thin-film solar on the
landfill’s cap. GEFA’s Water Resources Division (WRD) funded a methane capture project at Atlanta’s
R.M. Clayton Water Reclamation Center. The captured methane powers generators that are then
used to help power the plant’s operations. The recovery system is designed to produce 11 million
kWh of renewable electricity per year, or approximately 16 percent of the electricity consumption of
the plant, and is estimated to save as much as $1.2 million per year in energy cost savings. In DeKalb
County, the Seminole Road Landfill captures landfill gas to convert to electricity, but the project also
converts gas to LNG for the county’s trucks and has the ability to put excess gas back into a natural
gas utility pipeline. Innovative projects such as these show how sustainable energy projects can be
implemented in ways that make sound business sense and benefit the environment.

brings together representatives of the local, state and
federal government to meet with energy companies to
address questions about doing business in Georgia.
The streamlined process accelerates business startup
by helping companies cut through bureaucracies and
permitting processes.
Public-Private Partnerships: The state’s
research institutions, including the Georgia Institute
of Technology, the University of Georgia and the Herty
Advanced Materials Development Center, are providing
research and development in support of bioenergy
and other renewable energy alternatives. Examples
of this include the Georgia Institute of Technology’s
University Center of Excellence for Photovoltaics
and the University of Georgia’s Bioenergy Systems

Traditionally, Georgia is not seen as wind energy state; however, there are a couple of projects that
show there is a future for wind energy in Georgia. The U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) is in the process of reviewing Southern Company’s application for a meteorological tower and
buoy off the coast of Georgia to collect wind data. This represents one of the first steps in evaluating
the area for potential offshore wind development. Land-based wind has not been developed at a utility
scale in Georgia; however, utilities in the region are proposing and procuring wind power purchase
agreements to bring wind in from states such as Oklahoma. The cost of wind energy has decreased
to a point that it can be transmitted over long distances and still be cost effective.

Research Institute.
Promote Alternative and Clean Energy
Sources: GEFA is implementing an innovative
program to use low-interest loans to help support
renewable energy projects at local government
wastewater, drinking water, and landfill sites across
the state. Projects can be funded by the Georgia Fund,
the DWSRF and the CWSRF.
Studying and Promoting Wind Resources:
A number of organizations in Georgia, including the
Georgia Institute of Technology, Southern Company,
GEFA, the Department of Natural Resources, and
groups such as the Georgia Wind Working Group
(GWWG), are working to evaluate wind resources
in the state and to educate stakeholders on the

Photo courtesy of Republic Services

development and permitting process.

17 | 404.584.1000

Advance d Tra d itiona l Tec h no logy

K-12 Building
Operator
Certification®
Scholarship

Conservation, efficiency, and renewables are going to be a critical part of meeting Georgia’s future energy
needs, but a significant need will still exist for energy from traditional sources such as natural gas, coal, and
nuclear. Across the U.S. and in Georgia, coal plants are being retired due to age and inefficiency, but also
pollution concerns. New regulations are requiring coal plants to be updated with pollution control technology
and it is not always economical to spend the money on certain older units.

K-12 Building Operator Certification®
Scholarship Program Helps Georgia
Schools Save Energy and Money. The
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority
(GEFA) provided 40 scholarships in 2012
and 2013 for Georgia’s K-12 building and
maintenance personnel to attend Building
Operator Certification® (BOC) training
offered by Gwinnett Technical College.
The BOC is a nationally-accredited
program that promotes energy efficiency
by training facilities personnel in making
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning
(HVAC), electric and lighting systems more
energy efficient. Gwinnett Technical
College’s BOC program was recently
named a 2012 ENERGY STAR Award for
Excellence winner for its outstanding
contributions in consumer education
to promote energy-efficient tools.
The courses offered through the BOC
seek to meet the demand for efficiency
practices and focuses on understanding
the integrated nature of facility systems.

New generation from fossil fuels will largely be made up of modern combined cycle natural gas turbines
and nuclear plants. Natural gas prices in the U.S. are low and natural gas combustion produces significantly
less pollution and carbon dioxide (CO2) than coal power plants. A striking example of the switch to natural
gas in Georgia is the transformation of Plant McDonough-Atkinson, in metro Atlanta, from coal powered to
three combined cycle natural gas turbines in 2012. According to Georgia Power, the fuel switch at Plant
McDonough-Atkinson will result in 95 percent reduction in nitrogen oxide emissions, 99 percent reduction
in sulfur dioxide emissions, 100 percent reduction in mercury emissions, and 50 percent reduction in CO2.
In addition to movement towards more natural gas fired plants, nuclear is growing in Georgia with Plant Vogtle
adding two new reactors. Plant Vogtle, jointly owned by Georgia Power, Oglethorpe Power, MEAG Power
and Dalton Utilities, is adding two Westinghouse AP 1000 1,100 MW reactors. Plant Vogtle Units 3 and 4 are
set to open in 2017 and 2018, respectively, which will likely make them the first nuclear reactors completed
in the U.S. since the 1980s.

The BOC level one course is intended
for facility personnel with two or
more years of building operation and
maintenance experience who wish to
increase their knowledge of the total
building system. Training consists of
eight days of classroom instruction,
project assignments completed at the
participant’s facility, and in-class exams
administered at the end of each day of
training.
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The GEFA scholarship paid for the level
one BOC course. The level one course
was exclusively offered to K-12 operators
to encourage peer-to-peer exchange and
to share best practices. In addition to
the standard training, each participant
developed a school-specific energy action
plan and tracked their school’s energy
usage. Energy savings data provided
shows an average energy savings of $8,322
per school per participant per year.

Producing electricity more cleanly and efficiently is just one part of Georgia’s advancing electricity technology.
Delivering electricity more efficiently and reliably is another key component. Utilities across the state are rolling
out increasing amounts of smart grid infrastructure, which improves both efficiency and reliability of the electric
grid. From advanced meters at the customer level to advanced communications and computer systems
at the distribution and transmission level, smart grid technology is helping to enable increased distributed
generation, greater efficiency, lower operating costs for utilities, and quicker response and restoration times
when portions of the grid lose power.

E L E C TR I C V E H I C L E S

Metro Atlanta became the number one market in the nation for Nissan’s Leaf in August 2013. Electric vehicle (EV) ownership in Georgia is surging, with
more than 5,000 EVs cruising Georgia’s roads, streets and highways, according to Clean Cities Georgia. While electric vehicles are not new, there are a
number of factors influencing sales growth in Georgia and across the nation.
EVs have traditionally been expensive to purchase. Thanks to declining technology costs and tax incentives, the cost to purchase an EV is lower than
ever, with prices as low as $30,000 before incentives. Georgia has the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) tax credit, which provides 20 percent or up to $5,000
in tax credits towards the purchase of a new EV. The federal government also has a tax credit program, the Qualified Plug-In Electric Drive Motor Vehicle
Tax Credit, which provides up to $7,500 towards a new EV. In addition to tax incentives to
support the purchase of new EVs, Georgia Power has adopted a Plug-in Electric Vehicle
(PEV) rate that encourages charging at low rates between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
Georgia Power estimates that charging during this time frame is the cost equivalent of
$0.55 per gallon of gasoline.
One of the biggest challenges to widespread EV adoption is “range anxiety,” a term coined
to describe people’s fears of being stranded due to a dead battery and no place to charge.
EV range has never been better, with numerous EVs on the market being able to easily
exceed 75 miles on a single charge, and some high-end models even being able to exceed
200 miles on a single charge. In recent years, many businesses and places of employment
have installed electric charging stations, and there are plans to extend charging stations
along high-volume interstate routes. According to the Federal Highway Administration,
the average American drives about 36 miles per day. With many Americans driving long
distances each day, attractive tax incentives at the state and federal level, and cheaper
prices for such vehicles, EV ownership is increasing.
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