
 

 

BIRA 
Block Island Residents Association 

PO Box 456 
Block Island, RI 02807 

 
December 30, 2012 

Sent via E-mail 
michael.j.elliott@usace.army.mil 

 
Michael J. Elliott 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
New England District 
696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 10742-2751 
 
Subject: File Number NAE-2009-789 “Deepwater Wind” Application 
 
Dear Mr. Elliot: 
 
The Block Island Residents Association (BIRA), a nonprofit organization of year-round and seasonal residents of Block 
Island, has conducted an Opinion Poll on its Website (www.bira02807.org) of its members regarding their views of the 
Deepwater Wind Project. We received 123 responses to the Poll which represents approximately one third (1/3) of our 
membership. 
 
The membership views of the Project are highly polarized with a small majority (53%) of the respondents supporting the 
Project while 38% oppose it. The responses to this Poll are different from an earlier Poll we conducted two years ago in 
which the membership was split – half supported and half opposed the Project. 
 
When we analyze the demographics of the respondent views, we discover some noteworthy information. The largest 
group of respondents was seasonal residents representing 61% of the total. This is not surprising since 70% of the housing 
units on the Island are seasonal. Of this group, 58% were supporting the Project while 38% were opposed to it. 
 
The second largest group of respondents was retirees with 16% of the total. Of these respondents, half supported the 
Project and half opposed it. 
 
The smallest group of respondents was year-round residents and Island businesses with 11% of the total. This group was 
under represented since they account for 30% of the housing units on the Island. Of these respondents, 69% were 
supporting the Project while only 8% opposed it. 
 
It is important to note that these results are from an Opinion Poll and not a scientific survey. We hope the results of this 
Opinion Poll will be helpful to the UA Army Corps of Engineers with its deliberation of the “Deepwater Wind” 
Application. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

William J. Penn 
President 

 
Cc: New Shoreham Town Council 
 Block Island Times 
 
 


