
The Atlantic Ocean is a magnificent resource 
of untapped power to generate offshore wind 
energy. The Mid-Atlantic region alone offers more 
than 60,000 megawatts (MW) of offshore wind 
potential in the relatively shallow waters of the outer 
continental shelf. 

Today, voters in the Mid-Atlantic support offshore 
wind more than ever. In fact, September 2011 
polls of area voters by FrederickPolls and National 
Research, Inc. found that 79 percent of Mid-Atlantic 
respondents support the development of wind 
power and a strong majority are willing to pay extra 
to get this clean energy.   
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The  Grid – The AWC would link wind farms over hundreds of miles using 
undersea cables and voltage conversion stations.

The Atlantic Wind Connection: 
A Bold Plan That Makes Sense 

About the Atlantic Wind Connection 

The Atlantic Wind Connection (AWC) is an 
undersea transmission cable that will bring 
power from the Atlantic’s wind farms to 
shore. The private-sector project will span 
approximately 350 miles from northern 
New Jersey to southern Virginia and be 
built in phases over a 10-year period. 

The high-voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission line will be able to integrate 
7,000 MW of offshore wind generation into 
the Mid-Atlantic power market, thereby  
relieving existing costly congestion.

AWC is led by independent transmission 
company Trans-Elect and sponsored 
by Google, Good Energies, Marubeni 
Corporation and the Belgian 
transmission company Elia.  

The AWC Makes Sense 

The AWC project makes sense because 
it helps wind developers bring offshore 
wind power to shore in a way that 
promotes larger scale and faster 
deployment of the wind resource, 
reduces the cost of offshore wind energy, 
minimizes the environmental impact of 
offshore transmission and increases the 
reliability of wind as a variable renewable 
resource.  

Supporting larger-scale deployment 
– The AWC offshore transmission grid 
uniquely promotes large-scale offshore 
wind development - scale sufficient to 
make a positive environmental impact, 
to create thousands of jobs and to 
reduce the cost of offshore wind.  

A 2010 Brattle Group study found that 
the scalability, faster ramp-up time 
and local supply facilitated by the AWC 
project will help reduce the overall 
costs of developing nearly 7,000 MW of 
offshore wind plants by between $1.2 
and $3 billion.  

Developing the resource more 
quickly – The AWC provides a platform 
on which offshore wind developers 
can interconnect their wind farms with 
significantly reduced siting, permitting 
and interconnection barriers, thus 
speeding the process of offshore wind 
development.

Reducing the cost of offshore wind 
projects overtime – An offshore grid 
reduces the cost of offshore wind by 
streamlining permitting and using 
high-capacity cables instead of multiple 
lower-capacity cables for each wind 
farm.
 

Minimizing environmental impact – 
AWC’s offshore grid will have a limited 
number of landfall points and thus, 
reduce disruption to sensitive coastal 
environments.

Increasing wind reliability – AWC 
combines the variable output of multiple 
offshore wind farms, allowing for more 
consistent power delivery. The result 
is a reliable system for optimal power 
transfers to supply demand where and 
when needed.  

AWC will Strengthen the Grid and 
Increase National Security

Diversifying our fuel sources and 
decreasing our dependency on foreign 
oil increases our energy independence 
and national security.  The U.S. 
Department of Energy cites offshore 
wind as an important resource in 
achieving security and independence.  

AWC reinforces the existing onshore grid 
in the congested Mid-Atlantic area by
transmitting energy and capacity 
between landing points in Virginia, 
Maryland, Delaware and New Jersey.

AWC will act as a bypass to land-based 
grids during emergencies such as major 
storms, heat waves, blackouts, potential 
terrorist attacks and other times in 
which stresses on the grid are greater. 
The system is able to do so because it is 
a separate offshore network, using the 
most advanced transmission technology, 
buried under the ground and seabed, 
out of harm’s way.  

Benefits of Offshore Wind Power

Mid-Atlantic residents want offshore wind 
power because it will:

Produce a cleaner environment – 
Large-scale offshore wind – enabled and 
supported by the AWC – will reduce CO2 
emissions by 16 million tons annually by 
reducing coal, gas and oil usage. That’s the 
equivalent to:

Stabilize electricity prices – Unlike 
petroleum and natural gas, offshore wind 
energy does not fluctuate in price because 
the source of the power – the wind – is 
free. 

Create new jobs – According to the 
U.S. Department of Energy’s National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), 
utilizing 54 gigawatts of the available 
212.98 gigawatts of offshore wind 
resources would generate $200 billion 
in new economic activity in the U.S. and 
create more than 43,000 permanent, 
well-paying jobs. The European offshore 
wind experience demonstrates that more 
than 22 jobs are created in the European 
Union for each megawatt of installed wind 
capacity, according to the European Wind 
Energy Association. 

Replacing 

5 Coal Plants or
Removing 

3 Million Cars 
Off of Area Roads

Wind = Stability

$ 43,000 permanent,
well-paying jobs



The Atlantic Ocean is a magnificent resource 
of untapped power to generate offshore wind 
energy. The Mid-Atlantic region alone offers more 
than 60,000 megawatts (MW) of offshore wind 
potential in the relatively shallow waters of the outer 
continental shelf. 

Today, voters in the Mid-Atlantic support offshore 
wind more than ever. In fact, September 2011 
polls of area voters by FrederickPolls and National 
Research, Inc. found that 79 percent of Mid-Atlantic 
respondents support the development of wind 
power and a strong majority are willing to pay extra 
to get this clean energy.   

Atlantic Grid Development, LLC
4445 Willard Avenue, Suite 1050
Chevy Chase, MD 20815
Tele: 240-396-0350
Fax: 240-396-2599

atlanticwindconnection.com

A private-sector project funded by:

Offshore Wind Energy in 
the Mid-Atlantic Region

The Atlantic Wind Connection:  
A Bold Plan That Makes Sense 

A Bold Plan That Makes Sense


	AWC Brochure_a
	AWC Brochure_b
	AWC Brochure_c
	AWC Brochure_d



