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The Deepwater Wind Energy Center (DWEC) is a state-of-the-art 900-megawatt offshore wind project to be 
located 30 miles east of Montauk in federal waters, not visible from the Long Island shoreline. The first phase 
of this project is scheduled to be in operation in 2017, and the second phase in 2018. DWEC will supply about 
10% of Long Island’s total electricity needs, producing enough energy to supply 1/3 of its homes.

DWEC will be connected to the Long Island Power Authority’s (LIPA) electric grid via a 98-mile, 600-mega-
watt submarine transmission line. The transmission system will also connect the wind farm and Long Island to 
southeastern New England, allowing Long Island to not only receive wind energy but also to import conven-
tional energy from New England, where there’s a surplus of new gas-fired generation, during low-wind periods.  

DWEC will be the first of the “second generation” of offshore wind projects: built at a larger scale, 
capturing stronger winds in deeper waters farther from shore, and using an innovative submarine cable 
transmission network. DWEC is a cost-effective, long-term new energy source for Long Island, because 
of its innovative clean power technology, its use of high-efficiency HVDC transmission, and its massive 
environmental and electric market benefits. 

TEchnoLogy

• 150 offshore wind turbines, in waters as deep as 150 feet and spaced one mile apart to accommodate 
boaters and fishermen

• The latest offshore wind turbine technology, such as the 6 MW-class offshore wind turbines now in 
production, with individual rotor blades about 250 feet long, more efficient direct drive generators, and 
a total height to the tip of an extended blade of nearly 650 feet above sea level

BEnEfITs foR Long IsLAnd

• Provide new, renewable energy that is a cost-effective, long-term alternative to other forms of new genera-
tion, which can enable the retirement of older, dirtier plants on the island

• Stabilize electricity prices for ratepayers and protect against fossil fuel price volatility with long-term, fixed-
price contracts for wind energy

• Increase electric reliability by connecting the island to the New England grid

• Improve local air quality and the environment by dramatically reducing the emission of pollutants such as 
NOx (the main precursor to ozone pollution) and greenhouse gases 

• Create jobs locally and regionally through the construction, operations and maintenance phases of the wind 
farm and transmission system

ABouT dEEPwATER wInd

Deepwater Wind is the leading developer of offshore wind projects in the United States. The company 
is well capitalized with funding from D.E. Shaw, a global investment and technology development firm. 
CEO Bill Moore is a pioneering wind developer, having developed the first commercial wind farms in the 
Northeast, including the 325 MW Maple Ridge Wind Farm in Lewis County, New York, the largest wind 
farm in eastern North America. President Chris van Beek is one of the leading offshore construction ex-
perts in the world. Deepwater Wind’s Block Island Wind Farm, a 30-megawatt wind farm located off the 
coast of Block Island, R.I., is on target to be the nation’s first offshore wind farm.


